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Even the most cynical neighbor would say AKASH RANA was an
exceptional young man. He’'s a very proud and traditional Indian
man, who is exceedingly mature for his young age of 27 years.
Strength and integrity was ingrained in his personality as a
direct result of the challenges he had to face early on in life.
One such factor and the most preeminent test of his character
came after his father died. At the time; while just a young boy
himself, he was forced into the role as the man of the house. And
now; after all those years of putting family first, his mantra
would be put to the test.

PADMA RANA (Akash’s mom) had always done the best she could for
her children and once Akash was old enough to chip in, he was
happy to do so. Although his family was poor, they worked
together and managed to do better than most in his neighborhood.
Recently his hard work was recognized by the boss at his
Telecommunication job and his future aspirations in the company
appeared set. He seemed to have it all together and that was
nearly the case. However, love had never been kind to him. He was
handsome and responsible enough, but the stars just never seemed
to line up in his favor. Then, PIA MALHOLTRA, an old primary
school friend returned to town.

The last time he could remember seeing Pia, she was running
around the school yard wearing pig tails and braces, while doing
all those annoying things little girls did. That memory was a far
cry from the beauty that returned to town. He was also surprised
to find out that her father owned one of the largest and most
successful food brands in India. Pia had a crush on Akash back in
the primary school days and after a couple of conversations it
became clear that all those years apart hadn't changed anything.
After just a few months, Pia started talking marriage and when he
told his mother of this, she was THRILLED! However, love would
toy with him again. The more he talked to her, the more he would
come to realize he didn’t like the updated Pia's snobbish
personality.

Her beauty was powerful and telling; she’s from India's upper
class and was totally in love with him, but what stood out the
farthest amongst all the ancillary glow was what he perceived as
a sour soul. She looked down on people just like him, who were
not him. That personality trait really bothered him, but it
didn’'t matter to Padma Rana. She implored her son to marry Pia
for the good of the family and work out the differences after the
nuptials. Akash had always done what was best for the family and
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was intent on doing this also, as soon as he could sell his
stomach on the idea. Then he met Daxa Deol at a Bollywood industry
party. How this average guy got to be at a big time Bollywood
industry insider party is another interesting tale.

Most of AMIT KHAN’S 24 years of life had been shaped on the
streets of Mumbai. He was thrown to those streets so early on in
life he could hardly remember doing anything before that. He
barely remembered his mom. Recollections of her almost seemed like
a character in a bad film which played late at night, while he was
barely conscious. He taught himself to survive and learned how to
do many things he wouldn't be proud of in the years to come. Akash
was walking home from school when they met. The boy playing a
father at home and the boy in search of a father found each other
and hit it off immediately. That instant spark inspired 12 year
old Akash to bring 9 year old Amit to his home to live with his
family. Padma Rana fell in love with the charming little boy on
first sight and was glad to welcome him in. The new family
structure would only last a couple years. It started to unravel
the day Amit ran into a couple of his old friends from back in the
days when he was living on the streets. They boys appeared to be
doing pretty well and a short while later Amit would work for
Gangster, Don Kumar just like his friends. Years later; Amit, now
a young adult with the help of his new wife had really
straightened out his life. With her assistance a song Amit wrote
and sung brought them to a party for one of the biggest Bollywood
producers in hopes of starting a music career.

DAXA DEOL an attractive singer also in hope of stardom crashed
the lavish party. Akash was instantaneously smitten with her and
by the time the night was over, he would be extremely excited
about the future with her in his life. Unforeseen circumstances
forced them to spend a lot of time together that night, but to his
surprise when he awakened the following morning, he was hit with
the news of her becoming a murder victim. Cupid had played his
cruelest trick thus far. The more questions he asked the police
about the case, the more he found out that nearly everything she
told him about herself was a lie. She wasn't a college student who
aspired to be a Bollywood playback singer; she was a prostitute
with a decent voice. Despite all the bad news revealed to him, his
love was real. It drove him to push the police to solve her
murder. When he saw that the police could care less about some
dead prostitute, it drove this maniacal CID fan to take steps
toward solving the case. The trail would lead him to the crime
underworld. Amit pleaded with him to give up his suicidal pursuit
to no avail. With a wonderful wife now in his life, a Bollywood
playback singer career and many good things all lined up for him,
Amit would have to risk everything and return to his gangster
roots to protect his brother. The story concludes with an insane
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twist that will be the topic around the dinner table that night
and breakfast the following day.

If you're interested in reading this action-comedy, please
contact me at my email address.

Thank You,
Julius Simmons

Co-Editor: Love on Fire B Magazine
jsimmonseditor@lancientwon.com
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